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GODLY CHARACTER

Summary of what youÕre exploring

Section One Godly Character

Question What is the bedrock for beauty in partnerships? 

The crux Following humbly our Lord Jesus Christ 
for the glory of God.

Part Keyword Objective

 1 Servanthood Examine the servanthood of Jesus Christ and the 
metaphor of Òpowerboat/sailboatÓ as it relates to 
serving a cross-cultural partnership.

 2 Listening Develop empathic listening skills necessary for 
healthy cross-cultural ministry.



Looking ahead
Look at the chart on the facing page. Here’s what you’ll be exploring. 
Circle which of the two lessons you imagine will be your favorite.

Watch the intro video at: beautyofpartnership.org
Select the video, “Part 1: Servanthood.”

Start with what you already know
Based on your experience, write some impressions you have concerning 
pride and humility:

What is the effect on other people of leaders characterized by pride?

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

What is the effect of leaders characterized by humility?

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

Explain what you imagine is the connection between pride and control.

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

“I have a lot to be humble about”: Write some thoughts below.

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

What is the gist of what you have learned concerning humility?

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 
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1.1

At the end of 
each lesson is 

a place for 
a summary 
statement. 

At the end of 
each lesson 
series you’ll 

build your own 
“executive 
summary.”



Jesus: humble servant, our example
......................................................What does John 13:1 tell us about Jesus?  

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

What level of spiritual conflict do you imagine Jesus was dealing with?

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

...........................................How does this passage reveal the deity of Jesus?  

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

Jesus “laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his 
waist.” Missions educator and author Duane Elmer1  refers to the outer 
garment or robe as a symbol of royalty and prominence, whereas the 
towel represents servanthood. Jesus laid aside his robe and took up a 
towel. What does this tell us about Jesus?

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

...................................How does this passage reveal the humanity of Jesus?  

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

...........................If Jesus washed your feet, what would you think and feel?  

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

............................................................What is the lesson of John 13:14–15?  

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

SUMMARIZE: What is the main thing Jesus is saying to you through this lesson? 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

1 See Duane Elmer: Cross-Cultural Servanthood: Serving the World in Christlike Humility 
(Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2006), 22.
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1  Now before the Feast of the 
Passover, when Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart out of this 
world to the Father, having loved 
his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. 
2  During supper, when the devil 
had already put it into the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to 
betray him, 
3  Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and 
was going back to God, 
4  rose from supper. He laid aside his 
outer garments, and taking a towel, 
tied it around his waist. 
5  Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was wrapped around 
him. …
13  You call me Teacher and Lord, 
and you are right, for so I am.
14  If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another's feet.
15  For I have given you an example, 
that you also should do just as I 
have done to you.
–John 13:1–5, 13-15 (ESV)

Gazing at The Word

1.2
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Read & learn from others

READING ITEM #1 

Read an excerpt from Duane Elmer’s book, Cross-Cultural Servanthood: 
Serving the World in Christlike Humility—pages 77–84 in the Readings 
section of this study guide. From the reading—“Servanthood: Its Burden 
and Challenge”—identify one or two compelling things you discovered.

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

Read pages 84–88, “Servanthood: Choosing the Towel or the Robe,” and 
identify one or two compelling things you discovered.

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

SUMMARIZE: What is the main thing God is telling you from today’s lesson?

.......................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 
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The readings from 
Duane Elmer’s 
book are really 

great! I love the 
honesty, the clear 

principles and 
real-life stories 
from his many 

years of cross-
cultural ministry. 

1.3
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3  Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, 
but in humility count others more 
signi!cant than yourselves. 
4  Let each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 
5  Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
6  who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God 
a thing to be grasped, 
7  but made himself nothing, taking 
the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. 
8  And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. 
–Philippians 2:3–8 (ESV)



READING ITEM #2

Read the short article, “To Catch the Wind: A New Metaphor for Cross-
Cultural Partnerships” by Alex Araujo, Mary Lederleitner, and Werner 
Mischke, beginning on page 67 in the Readings section. 

• As you read, circle or underline the ideas that strike you as important 
or interesting. Does anything in this article raise questions for you? 
If so, put a question mark in the margin.

In your own words, describe the difference between a “powerboat” 
mindset—and a “sailboat” mindset.

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

Is there anything you particularly like or dislike about the “powerboat” 
mindset? Write down a few thoughts.

..................................................................................................................Like:  

.............................................................................................................Dislike:  

Is there anything you particularly like or dislike about a “sailboat” 
mindset? Write down a few thoughts.

..................................................................................................................Like:  

.............................................................................................................Dislike:  

From your life experience, think about a challenging situation when you 
took charge with a “powerboat” mindset. You made it happen largely on 
the basis of your own strength, skills, and know-how. Good for you: 
YOU SUCCEEDED! Quickly describe when, who, where, what and why.

...............................................................................................................When:  

.................................................................................................................Who:  

..............................................................................................................Where:  

................................................................................................................What:  

........................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................Why:  

........................................................................................................................... 
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We’ll be referring 
back to the key 

ideas in this article 
other times in 
this study.
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More from your life experience…

Think about a challenging situation when you took charge with a 
“powerboat” mindset. You tried to make it happen largely on the basis of 
your own strength, skills, and know-how. BUT YOU FELL SHORT OF 
SUCCESS! As hard as you tried, you could not control the outcome. 
Quickly describe when, who, where, what and why.

...............................................................................................................When:  

.................................................................................................................Who:  

..............................................................................................................Where:  

................................................................................................................What:  

........................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................Why:  

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

From your experience think about a challenging situation when you were 
a leader with more of a “sailboat” mindset. You listened to God, you 
waited for His leading, you moved forward as a leader in God’s timing, 
strength and wisdom. Combining that with your skills … YOU 
SUCCEEDED! Quickly describe when, who, where, what and why.

...............................................................................................................When:  

.................................................................................................................Who:  

..............................................................................................................Where:  

................................................................................................................What:  

........................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................Why:  

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

SUMMARIZE: 

.................................What is the main idea you’ve drawn from this lesson?  

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 
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The wind blows where it wishes, 
and you hear its sound, but you 
do not know where it comes from 
or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the 
Spirit. –John 3:8 (ESV) 

Not that we are sufficient in 
ourselves to claim anything as 
coming from us, but our 
sufficiency is from God.
–2 Corinthians 3:5 (ESV)

‘‘

’’
1.4
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Let’s integrate what we’ve been exploring
In your mind’s eye: You’ve completed The Beauty of Partnership training … 
you are serving with a ministry partner in in the majority world … you’re 
serving as a partnership facilitator … and you’re on a mission trip visiting 
this partner. What are some behaviors marked by a “powerboat” mindset 
that you are trying to avoid? Compare to a “sailboat” mindset. 

“Powerboating”… I’ll avoid:              “Sailboating”… I’ll embrace:

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

Expressing servanthood 
Sometime in the next week, do something to serve your spouse, a friend, 
or a son or daughter—using a “sailboat” mindset. Be discerning. Listen. 
Explore what your spouse or friend needs right now. What would be a big 
encouragement? What might be especially supportive? 

..................................................................Here’s what I’m going to do:  

........................................................................................................................... 

OPTIONAL: Go sailing!
Have you ever been sailing? Have you ever physically experienced the 
thrill and joy of cooperating with the wind? Consider the challenge to:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
• Go sailing some time in the next six months.
• Talk about your experience with your friends or colleagues; apply 

what you learned about “catching the Wind of God” to your own 
family, work or ministry.
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This may seem an 
unlikely possibility 
for you, or it may 

be well within 
your grasp.

This could be 
great fun and a 
great memory! 

-wm
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Build your executive summary
Below write the summary statements you identified in lessons 1 through 4 
on Servanthood. Simplify if necessary.

...............................................................................Lesson 1, page 11  

............................................................................................................ 

............................................................................................................ 

..............................................................................Lesson 2, page 12  

............................................................................................................ 

............................................................................................................ 

..............................................................................Lesson 3, page 13  

............................................................................................................ 

............................................................................................................ 

..............................................................................Lesson 4, page 15  

............................................................................................................ 

............................................................................................................ 

Prayer of commitment
Write a prayer of commitment to the Lord concerning servanthood toward 
a cross-cultural partner (real or potential). Share this prayer with your 
spouse or a friend.

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 
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1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4 Suggestion: 
Why not use 
your summary 
as the basis

of your prayer?

Congratulations! 
You have completed 

the first week 
of training in 

The Beauty of 
Partnership.
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How am I doing on follow-through?
❒ I’ve written my prayer of commitment regarding 

servanthood, and opened my heart to God about this 
matter.

❒ I’ve talked with someone close to me to share about what 
I’m learning.

Finally
What is the bedrock for beauty in partnerships? 

........................... ........................... our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for the glory of God.
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